      RUFFORD PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday 21st October 2019 in Rufford Village Hall
Present: Cllrs.Cummings, Gordon (Chairman), Skinley, Taylor
Clerk, Kevin EW Newsham 
There were six members of the public.
808/19  To receive apologies
       Cllr. Fairclough

       Cllr. Atkinson

       LCC Cllr. Eddie Pope
809/19        To consider and approve the minutes of the meeting held on 16th September and 19th September 2019.
It was resolved that the Minutes of the Meeting held on 16th September and 19th September 2019 should be approved and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
810/19         To receive Declaration of Interest
NONE
811/19   To adjourn the meeting for a period of public discussion.
Members of the public discussed parking on Holly Lane, Rufford. members of the public are parking on the corner of Holly Lane/A59 causing obstructions to the residents living there. They are also blocking their driveways due to visits to the Rufford vets.

Members of the public discussed public rights of way on Fiddlers farm, Rufford.

Cllr Skinley stated the Rosebuds sign was a temporary path which gives access to the sluice.
Members of the public were also concerned with speeding on the A59, Rufford. What could the Parish Council do about it?

The meeting was reconvened.
812/19    To consider planning applications as below:

2019/0809/FUL Woodlands Pet Hotel, Sandy Lane, Holmeswood

Replacement of small animal shelter and cat lodge. Demolition of existing small animal shelter and outbuildings 

It was resolved that the Council supported this application.
Ongoing planning appeals.
2018/1133/FUL  7, Church Road, Rufford

Demolition of existing single and two storey extension to rear and create two dwellings and alteration and extension to outbuilding to create a single dwelling.

Ongoing planning
NONE

Planning decision granted
2019/0538/FUL  Orchard House, 19, Brick Kiln Lane, Rufford

Erection of garage to rear of property.

2019/0805/FUL  Rufford CE Primary School, Flash Lane, Rufford

Demolition of existing masonry and gates to entrance and installation of new 1.8m high fencing and access gates.

Planning decisions refused.

NONE

Prior approval planning

2019/0899/PNH, Holmeswood Road, Rufford

Extension of dwelling house.

2019/0802/PNC  Building to North West of the Chase Cottage, Flash Lane, Rufford.

Change of use of agricultural building to 2 dwellinghouses.

813/19     To authorise payments of the following accounts:
022400   Rufford Village Hall yearly grant




£1,500.00

022401   Ray Wilkins Park maintenance August 2019-10-18

£332.50

022402   C A Ainscough  Ditch cleaning




£84.00

022403   B Mawdsley park gates monies




£63.00

022404   K Newsham Clerk’s salary, expenses and admin


£630.41

022405   Julie Hughes Defib donation




£150.00

022406   PKF Littlejohn LLP External auditors



£288.50

022407   Ray Wilkins park maintenance Sept. 2019 



£417.50

It was resolved that the above mentioned payments should be approved.

Public Works Loan board 16th October 2019




£2,741.11

Income :   

Rufford & Holmeswood FC towards pitch maintenance Sept. 2019












£100.00
814/19  Audit approved in September 2019 for the year ended 31st March 2019

Local Audit and Accountability Act 2014

Accounts and Audit regulations 2015

Notice displayed 29th September 2019 for fourteen days regarding public inspection.

The council noted the information.
815/19  Discuss highway issues, Holmeswood Road / Church Road etc.

Church Road, Rufford. The clerk was waiting for information from LCC Highways regarding the 20 mph speed limit.
It was resolved by the council for the clerk to keep them updated on the issue.
816/19   Flood Risk
NONE
817/19   Highways and Footpaths
Issues with narrow pathway due to overgrown grass verge opposite Wiggins Lane, Holmeswood Road.
It was resolved by the council to investigate the matter.
818/19   Public Footpaths
NONE
819/19       Village Halls

            Rufford
NONE

            Holmeswood
NONE
820/19 Recreation Ground
Peter Hall from Scouts asked could they use Rufford Park for a firework display etc on 7th November 2019.

It was resolved by the council to allow the Scouts to use the park.

A complaint was made by Rufford & Holmeswood FC regarding unauthorised use of the football pitch by Rufford Park Rangers which resulted in the pitch being badly ripped up. Rufford Park Rangers have been reported to the FA. The secretary of R&HFC has spoken to the person who runs RPR. 
It was resolved by the council to tape off the area infront of goals and advise the public to keep off. This would be done after each game Rufford & Holmeswood FC have played.

821/19  Reports from meetings on outside bodies by Clerk and councillors
Clerk reported from WLBC Clerk’s meeting 4/10/2019
(i) The police were doing various tasks to protect the public.

·  Taking out more gang injunctions

·  Creating a major incident team

· Creating a task team (four officers)

· Skelmersdale fire station is now being shared by the police.

· Supporting a boxing club in Ormskirk; this being police lead.

· Working in partnership with a new project ‘Our Lancahsire.org.uk’, bringing groups and communities together.

(ii) Litter bins (street service) With regards to new park litter bins, this will go to the WLBC Scrutinies Committee January 2020.

The council noted the information.
822/19  Village Society/ Friends of Rufford Station
The clerk gave out a copy of the Village Society minutes 26/7/2019. Item on the agenda was lack of bus shelters in Rufford/Holmeswood.

It was resolved by the council for the Clerk and Cllr. Skinley to obtain costings for new bus shelters.

823/19      To note and approve the clerk’s report.

NONE
824/19      To note police information
NONE
825/19     To note the date of the next meeting scheduled for 18th November 2019
It is noted that the date of the next meeting as being 18th November 2019.

Chairman closed the meeting  at  8.45pm
_______________________
Chairman’s signature and date
